
the wards of the Philadelphia Hospital. The occurrence thus early in the
winter possibly indicates the outbreak of another epidemic similar to that of
1870, which was the last time that typhus prevailed to any extent in this city-

CHICAGO.

— A new rule in the matter of the order of study and examinations in
Rush College will soon go into effect, whereby students who attend three full
winter courses of lectures before graduating may pass a final examination in
anatomy, physiology, chemistry, materia medica, and therapeutics at the end
of the second course. This is a step toward a graded system. The graduation
fee is to be abolished, and instead an examination fee is to be established
which is not returnable to candidates who fail to pass for the degree.

— The new board of county commissioners has got to work, and there is
the usual scramble for the medical offices in their gift,

—

those of county phy-
sician, physician to the Insane Asylum, and his assistant.

CRITICISMS ON THE "MAKE UP" OF MEDICAL JOURNALS.
Mr. Editor,

—

I have for a long time been treasuring up complaints
against the annoyances caused by the make up of the publishers of so many
of our professional journals of the day, until at last I have determined to for-
mularize them and send them to you to put in print.

The practitioner who takes his half dozen journals, reads them, and sets
them aside as they are, for future reference or for lumber in some neglected
corner of his library, probably feels very little of the annoyances which to the
lover of order and symmetry in the arrangement and binding of his books are

so glaring, and to the librarian so very troublesome. The success and fame of
the library of the surgeon-general's office at Washington have so stimulated
many of our institutions to increased efforts that it would seem as if this were

an age of libraries, and its influence in this respect is being felt throughout
the country ; the medical man fitted for the duties of a librarian is becoming
an important necessity, and he feels keenly these deficiencies and mistakes.

In binding the periodical literature of the day, a custom is becoming preva-
lent of binding in the advertisements ; what a rich field for many purposes this
would have afforded had the custom always prevailed, and we could now look
over the advertising columns of our grandfathers in medicine ! But few of
our binders will understand this new innovation of book men, and it is hard
to make them appreciate its importance ; consequently, for this and other rea-

sons, every careful librarian prepares his own books for the binder just as they
are to be finished. His first experience is the hacking of his knife blade, the
tearing of his finger-tips, and the loss of his patience in attempting to extract
the metal clamps which so many have substituted for the old sewing process.
These metal clamps may be all very well for dispatch and neatness, but when
they are pasted down and bent in so as to make it impossible to extract them
without tearing the paper they are set in, they become an abomination. Ver-
bum sap., Mr. Editor.

This done, the next step is naturally to separate the advertisements ; and
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where do we find them ? Some have to be torn off from three or four pages
of the proper text of the journal, making a very ugly job ; others are found so

scattered or interpolated between the pages of the journal as to destroy all the
pleasure of reading the articles. It is certainly very incongruous, to say the
least, to break off in the reading, for example, of an article on disorders of the
alimentary canal, and to find the next page taken up with an advertisement
of somebody's pessary, or, per contra, an article on uterine flexions, having its
text continued by a new preparation of pepsine. When these are searched
out and put in their proper places, the arrangement of the text by paging
comes next. Here is a new trouble which sometimes puzzles us all : the pag-
ing goes on in some journals through all the advertisements, in others through
a part only (and the latter is the worst), until finally we come to disregard
the paging altogether.

Now we have put our sheets together, shall we have the leaves cut in the
American fashion, or, following the example of our English brethren, leave
them with rough edges ? We find in many instances that we have no choice ;
the issues are so irregular in size as to make trimming a necessity, and to
leave with some, instead of the fair margin which we so delight in, scarcely
any margin at all ; and some of the best journals do this. Finally, we are to
select our title-page and index to be properly inserted. Where are they ? —

a question which is very often left unanswered. Why do so many journals
publish these important parts of a year's volume in the next year's issue ? It
seems like taking a mean advantage to make a man continue his subscription ;
but even that is better than not publishing them at all, as is sometimes the
case. That grand work, the Index Medicus, should be patronized for index-
ing so much otherwise totally unindexed matter, if for nothing else. What
title shall we give our specimen journal in our catalogue and for its back ? It
commenced as the Weekly Medical Informer, perhaps ; now, when half through
its third volume, it has become the Smithville Weekly Medical Informer. All
we can do is to make a new catalogue card, and put two titles on the back,
one for each half the volume. The numbering of the volume will go on roll-
ing up without regard to change of title, and we must follow as best we can.

When we get into series, volumes, and numbers, with their irregularities, we
have to take down our arithmetics and use our Yankee inheritance of guessing.

I would respectfully submit these remarks through your pages to the con-
sideration of the Association of Medical Editors, in the hope that they may
some day remedy these evils by requiring a certain standard of execution in
publication for recognition by them. Librarian.

THE NEW ANESTHETIC, HYDROBROMIC ETHER.

Mr. Editor, — Dr. Laurence Turnbull, of Philadelphia, having had his
attention directed to the anaesthetic properties of the bromide of ethyl, or hy-
drobromic ether, by the physiological experiments of Rabuteau upon the lower
animals,1 has successfully employed it in the human subject as a substitute for

1 Comptes Rendus, lxxxiii. 1294.
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